André
My story began a few years ago when I started my relationship with nature and that was when I went to see the Caldeira crater. It has such a beautiful view and it is good to breathe that fresh, clean air.
But, if people do not recycle these magnificent views will end and the seas will not be what they are and many endangered species will become extinct.
[bookmark: _GoBack]These endangered species inhabit the Azores and more can be seen by boat.
The hiking trails in the Azores are also a great opportunity to see magnificent sites.
Recycle so that nature can continue living.
Carina Moniz
It all began when I went to preschool, the teachers talked a lot about the environment. Then when I went to elementary school we broached the subject a lot.  We started by talking about the endangered animals such as the ladybug and the hedgehog and then talked about pollution, about the garbage that people were throwing on the street, etc…
Also we got to go to the hill, Morro de Castelo Branco to plant endemic trees.
In this school we also had a composter and teachers, to encourage us, would ask us to take things, such as apple pits, used tea bags and coffee grounds, among other things, for the earthworms and other small bugs.
Then when I went to elementary school I saw that many people do not give much importance to the environment, because there was so much trash on the ground. But, then again we did not approach the subject much.
Here, in this school, we talk a lot about recycling and how important it is for everyone. We already have ecopoints and we also have many litter bins, but we can still see a lot of garbage when we do the cleaning at the school.
In summer, I usually go hiking with my family and last year I saw that on a part of the hill there was a lot of trash, then I also passed by a stream and it was all dirty.
On other walks that I did, like the Levadas (irrigation channels), I did not see hardly any garbage, or perhaps none at all. And in the Caldeira crater there is also no garbage.
In the port of Castelo Branco, in the summer, we see some garbage in the water and in the natural swimming pools, there is often litter at the bottom.
At home we do not recycle, but I do not go around polluting here and there, because after all our home is the earth and by polluting it we are dirtying our home.
Carina Ávila
From a very young age I have cared about the environment. It may be because in elementary school I had a teacher who was very protective of the environment. Or, maybe because my father is a farmer and this causes me to be even closer to the nature of animals and plants.
During elementary school my class did a lot of projects for nature, like planting, making compost, recycling... There was also an environmental engineer who inspired me and took us several times to the botanical garden. I started enjoying the plants more.
When I went to senior elementary school (grade 5 and 6) I learned even more about the environment.
I think it’s very wrong that people treat the sea as if it were a large trash can and doing so are killing many species. Also with pollution they are destroying the forests and killing so many species and reducing our oxygen.
In my house we care for the environment, we recycle, we save water, electricity and we plant trees. Whenever we go out for picnics or other things, we are careful to leave everything the way we found it.
I intend to continue helping the environment.

Catarina
Hi! Ever since preschool I’ve followed the 3Rs. They are very important, although for some people, this is just something that other people have invented to pass the time.
- "It’s a waste of time!" - Is what many people say and think.
In preschool we started early with field trips, recycling, and up until now it has been very present in my life. The experience that most struck me was when we went to the botanical garden, where I learned how trees are important for life and how important cleaning and recycling is for the trees. It was surrounded by an incredibly beautiful landscape. Currently I do not recycle at home, but whenever I'm in a public place with ecopoints, I do separate and recycle. In my current school (Manuel de Arriaga Secondary School) we recycle and clean the school once every term. My second class took the 3R's from school to school in a campaign promoted by the city of Horta. That's where I learned about recycling.
Diogo Coelho
I am Diogo. I was born in 1998 and began to hear about the environment in elementary school. I learnt that we could not throw trash on the floor but some did it anyway.  I've been to some places in the Azores like forestry parks to have barbecues. Some were clean because they had town employees that cleaned them but other parks were not clean because of the garbage that people threw on the ground.
Streams are beautiful places like the stream in Conceição with a beautiful old bridge and it’s clean. However, we see other streams such the one in Flamengos which has got sewage pipes that drain into the stream and makes it dirty. Feteira’s stream is very dirty with garbage that people throw into it; many of the people living on the edge of the stream smoke and throw their cigarette butts and drink and throw the bottles in the stream etc.
In my class, we collect the garbage once every term and the other classes at school also talk a lot about the environment. We've also been to the central waste sorting unit. Downtown, they throw a lot of garbage in the street and if we didn’t have the town street cleaners, our town would be like a garbage dump.
Diogo Ribeiro
My name is Diogo Ribeiro and I was born in Faial.
When I was younger I was immediately connected to the environment through my first school. We already did recycling, separated the trash, planted trees and did projects on the environment and also talked about the 3Rs.
Also, at that same school, we took part in picking up garbage to preserve the environment. Another thing that binds me to the environment is the animals because I love and I also have animals.
In my other school, senior elementary school (grade 5 and 6), we also recycled garbage and went on field trips.

At my current school, Escola Secundária Manuel de Arriaga, we pick up garbage around the school, once every term. In this class we are also working on a project related to the environment.
Emanuel
What connects me to nature is the place where I live because I live in the country with a very beautiful landscape overlooking the sea. I am also a scout and the scouts are environmentally friendly. In my house we separate/recycle our garbage. My mother has so many flowers so I also feel close to nature. My house has got a backyard where my mother has lots of plants. She also puts some plants in the living room. In the summer I would take the recycling; I would ride my bicycle to the town council because that is where the ecopoints are.

Gonçalo
This summer I went fishing with my uncle and my brother and we did not throw garbage so as not to pollute the sea.
I do not recycle but I'm going to start because it is very important for our planet.
I also help clean the school once each term.  I think it's important for everyone to understand how important recycling is.
A year ago, I went to Lisbon and some of the streets were very dirty.  I think they should not throw garbage on the ground but recycle instead.
Joana 
My name is Joana Silva and I am in the 8th grade.
The environment is very important for our life.
I remember when I was in third grade my class planted some trees.
My primary school was also closely linked to the environment and we did recycling.
Now at the Manuel de Arriaga Secondary School, all classes, each term, clean the school.
I think this is good because then students have an idea of the garbage they throw on the grounds/floor.
In visual education we made ​​a poster on the three R’s.
I've gone on a few picnics with my family and when we were finished we would throw everything in the trash.
But, unfortunately, not everyone is like that.
There are beautiful landscapes that are polluted by man.
Recycle and take care of your environment.

João

The environmental place that I liked being at the most was Capelo’s campsite. It has many trees and the air we breathe is pure, there are deer and it is a little damp. On the Capelo trail that takes you to the lighthouse, we can see rabbits, birds and other animals. 
The view from the lighthouse and the sands that form eddies is just spectacular!
From the inside of the lighthouse, from above, we look over a beautiful landscape! The blue sea, the horizon covered with clouds reflected by the sunset, is really spectacular.

Kevin
Hello, I'm Kevin and I’ll be talking about my relationship with the environment. It started when I was in preschool. In primary school, my teacher really liked the environment and once, in the 4th grade, we went to the Botanical Garden and learned many things there. Another time, we went to Morro de Castelo Branco (a hill) to plant some trees.
We had a garden with endemic plants, a composter, and we cared for the worms. On Maths tests the teacher used animals and trees for us to count and so on. Now, I am in junior high and in Citizenship classes we sometimes clean the school because there is a lot of garbage around it.
In the summer, I am not to environmental friendly because of the spear fishing. I like it when I go grape picking with my grandfather but I can’t explain why.
In the scouts we also have a relationship with the environment. With the wood that no longer gives us oxygen we make constructions. I once went from the town to the Porto Pim beach on a boat. I looked up and the stars were almost black with so much pollution. In the Castelo Branco port the stars are redder than the ones at Porto Pim Beach. Once, I went to Morro (hill) by sea, and the water was so clear that you could even see the bottom and I took a dive and the water was warmer than in some other places, but why? I do not know.
Hope you liked it
Leandro
Early on I came in contact with the environment through Ecoteca Faial, which at the time was at the S.Sebastião Fort. I participated in outdoor activities like the construction of sand sculptures on the beach at Porto Pim and games and activities on the grounds outside the fort.
In these contests I won prizes, such as kites, beach balls, t-shirts, etc...
Now Ecoteca Faial is located in the Botanical Garden of Faial, the largest botanical garden in the Azores.
During the summer holidays, I went swimming several times at Porto Pim beach.
I also went fishing several times with a friend of mine at Porto Pim and at least once every term we pick up paper and garbage at school to help clean the school grounds.
Miguel
Since childhood I have had connections with nature through the sea. One of the things that really marked my life was when I went swimming with dolphins when I went whale watching.
In my family we have the habit of walking along nature trails in the summer.  In Faial, I have only walked along the border of the Caldeira crater and did two trails in Capelo, but in Pico Island I have gone on many, including climbing to the top of Pico Mountain three times. 
Since I discovered geocaching I’ve already found over 25 caches. In geocaching, we have to look for boxes that are usually found in places with great landscapes, so there are many caches in the Azores.
In preschool they teach us a lot about the environment and how to preserve it. I remember that when I was in preschool the school had a composter and they would ask us to take peels and leftover fruit.
 We also clean the school where I go.  All the classes clean it once every term.
In my house we’ve been recycling for about one year now and we try to conserve electricity and water, also to save money.

Petra

I’m Petra Ferreira and I’m 13 and in grade 8.
In the primary school, I learned several things about the environment. We learned to recycle and also about the ozone layer. I went with my 2nd grade class to plant trees and flowers at our school.
When I was ten years old I had to go and explain to the younger kids about the environment, how to recycle etc.
My sister once asked me what the trees we for, she thought they were only used to decorate. And I told that without trees there was no life on Earth because they contain oxygen and that is what we need. I also told her they are the ones that give us food and shelter for animals.
And since then she began to treat the environment better.
I love to see the beautiful landscapes that we have, they are great but we don’t really notice them.
I also learned the three R's and I think if we all reduce, recycle and reuse, we’ll help nature.
Finally, just want to say that we all have to take care of the environment because it needs us.


Ricardo

From the first grade up until now, the 3Rs have accompanied me. Since I was small, our school has taught us to recycle, how to Recycle, the colors of the ecopoints, how to make recycled paper ... Now in junior high we clean the school once every term. It has always been like this: recycle and clean the school to make it a better place

Rosana

In the summer, I went on a picnic in Faja. When we arrived we were going to lunch but it was pretty dirty with rubbish. So, because we wanted to have lunch we had to clean up the trash, after being cleaned we made our picnic and after we ate we also clean our trash.
I recycle because there was a girl in my house who loved to recycle, because she had learned how to recycle in school, and also because of my brother who also likes to do recycle.
When I'm in a place where there is nature, eg, flowers, grass and beautiful landscapes and it is dirty, I clean it because I like the places to be clean and pleasant.
I like gardens so that I can pick flowers, but the only problem is the bugs because they jump or fly all over us and make us itch.
The place that most impressed me was the Levadas (irrigation channels) because it is all so natural: flowers, trees and it even had some beautiful landscapes.
Ever since primary school that I’ve cleaned and played games about nature and about recycling. And, while at school, I'll have to do activities on recycling and on nature.
Like for example: a visit to the central waste sorting unit in the Azores.


Tiago  Borges
Hello my name is Tiago, I am 13 years old and live in the Horta. It all started in primary school when we recycling, planting trees and much more. That's when I started my connection with nature and learned not to throw trash on the floor. At the school there was also something for composting that was to put the fruit skins and dry leaves.
Now, in junior high it’s a bit more different, we do not plant but will pick up trash in citizenship class. At school we have recycling containers and also a composting box. I do not recycle at home.

Tiago Furtado
Since childhood I have helped the environment.
My elementary school was very much linked to the environment and composting. We did field trips to the central waste sorting unit and the Capelinhos volcano.
At school, when I was in 5th and 6th grade, we collected garbage, separated for the recycling containers and spoke about the 3 R's (Reduce, reuse and recycle).

Now, at this school we recycle, pick up the garbage and do composting.
What I liked most was to go to the Botanical Garden in Horta where I saw many plants, talked about plants that were not from here and their environments.
I've been camping in Pico at the campsite in São Roque.
I've also been fishing out at sea, saw the underwater animals, in a boat with my friends and I picked limpets in the summer with my friend Kevin.


